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FACTS About Tissue Donation
 
Donated tissues are used to heal lives and dramatically improve a recipient’s quality of life.

One tissue donor can heal more than 75 people.

These tissues can be donated for reconstructive surgical procedures:

· Skin heals burn victims or patients with serious infections.
· Veins restore circulation.
· Bone prevents need for amputation.
· Heart valves repair many cardiac defects.
· Corneas restore sight.
· Ligaments, tendons and cartilage restore mobility.

Anyone, regardless of age, can donate tissue if they are medically suitable at their time of death.

Indiana Donor Network receives tissue donor referrals when someone dies. An initial determination of donor eligibility is based on a medical evaluation and family and social information.

Everyone registered as an organ donor is also registered as a tissue donor. If not registered, the deceased’s family can authorize donation.

Tissue donation must be initiated within 24 hours of a person’s death. Unlike organs, donated tissues can be processed and stored for an extended time. 

About Indiana Donor Network
Indiana Donor Network is a federally designated organ recovery organization that coordinates organ and tissue donation in Indiana and transplantation throughout the U.S. Its mission is to save and enhance the quality of life through donation and transplantation. Its vision is to be a leader in organ and tissue recovery. Founded in 1987, Indiana Donor Network coordinates donations in 85 of the state’s 92 counties and serves transplant hospitals throughout the nation.
 
Headquartered in Indianapolis, Indiana Donor Network operates a state-of-the-art Organ and Tissue Recovery Center in Indianapolis and has offices in Fort Wayne, South Bend and Evansville.

The organization also operates TxJet, which provides 24/7 aviation services exclusive to organ transplant and decreases the critical timing between organ recovery and transplantation. Since 2014, TxJet pilots have flown more than 3,175 lifesaving flights. As a nationwide service, TxJet has delivered lifesaving organs for transplant recipients in 44 states and expert aviation services for 32 U.S. organ procurement organizations and transplant centers.
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